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The meeting was held via Zoom. 
 
PRESENT:   Chairperson Patty Nazzaro, Members: Barry, Boyajian, Broer (joined at 

7:06), Burgis, Miao, Weiss and Council Liaison Azzariti   
          

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:04 pm.   
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:   The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Mr. Weiss made a motion to approve the minutes of 
September 15, 2022, seconded by Mrs. Burgis.  All in favor. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   Sharon Mattiace runs tennis programs in Upper Saddle River.  Her 
experience involves teaching 1st through 8th graders (about 6 year old to 15 year old) 
from 3 pm to 7 pm (spring until 8 pm).  Sessions are hourly:  
 
3:00-4:00 –    6 yo to 8 yo 
4:00 – 5:00 – 8 yo to 10 yo 
5:00 – 6:00 – 10 yo to 12 yo 
6:00 – 7:00 – 12yo+ 
 
If children have advanced skills, they are placed in the appropriate group. 
 
Adult programs are 9 am – 10 am and 10 am - 11 am. 
 
Chairwoman Nazzaro cautioned that the courts be available to members of the public and 
cannot be monopolized by tennis programs. 
 
Mr. Boyajian is supportive of a tennis program that would introduce children to the sport.   
 
Ms. Mattiace mentioned that 6 years of age is a good time to start the program.  No 
more than 6 students in a class.   
 
Ms. Mattiace spoke about windscreens for the courts and recommends the more 
expensive ones that stay up until they perish (approx. 10-15 years) vs. the cheaper ones 
that need to be hung up and removed each season and requires storage. 
 
In USR, advertisement is done through flyer at school and forms and payment is sent to 
the town.  Courts are owned by the Board of Education. 
 
Ms. Mattiace could offer Tuesday and Thursday in the spring.  In USR, the town charges 
$150/pp (for 5 weeks) with the town taking $20/pp and the balance going to the 
coaches.  Minimum is 6 students.  USR has a notice board with dates and times of 
instruction.   
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Mr. Barry would like a legal opinion regarding public use of the courts.  Discussion turned 
to grants and types of grants that the borough may have received in the past. 
 
Chair Nazzaro mentioned that the courts have a spring running underneath which will 
always be a problem for the condition of the courts.   
 
Mrs. Burgis thought that it would be nice to offer a tennis program for the residents.   
 
Mr. Boyajian asked who would coordinate the program?  Chair Nazzaro said that Wandell 
used to have a recreation program but it has since disbanded.  Mr. Boyajian said at one 
point there was a SR recreation program but that has disappeared because it is regional 
now.  He would like the children to have fun with their friends and have fun learning a 
new sport along the way.  It is easier if the kids know one another.  He wanted to know 
if it could be called Saddle River Tennis. 
 
Ms. Mattiace said that USR starts their spring program mid-March.  If a child misses, they 
use that class, however, if it rains, make up is the following week.  Children just need to 
bring a racket.  Balls are provided.  Mr. Barry said there are 2 small sheds at the field 
that could be used to store the hoppers.  Mrs. Burgis will send a picture of the hoppers to 
Mr. Barry so they could ensure the hoppers would fit in the sheds.   
 
Mrs. Burgis will email the USR flyer to the board members so they can see what USR 
does.  Mrs. Burgis encouraged members to go to USR to see the tennis program in action 
when the children participate. 
 
The summer months provide for classes until 8 pm since there is more light.   
 
Include information about the tennis program in the newsletter.   
 
Program is run on a first come first serve basis. 
 
Mr. Barry suggested that Mrs. Burgis edit the USR flyer and send to Wandell 
administration.  Mr. Barry suggested that the borough maintain control of the courts and 
public usage of them.   
 
Council Liaison Azzariti would feel more comfortable running the proposal by the borough 
attorney. 
 
Parents can watch from a distance or preferably drop off the children.   
 
Ms. Mattiace would be the lead instructor and depending on how many children are 
present, there would be up to 2 instructors to assist. 
 
Mrs. Burgis asked if Ms. Mattiace could be invited to the next meeting just to review the 
details.  The members agreed. 
 
Communication through newsletter, Constant Contact, borough website, borough Face 
Book. 
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Ms. Mattiace departed the meeting. 
 
Courts typically open April 15-Nov. 15 but Ken Konig, the DPW Superintendent, will have 
to be notified to open in mid-March. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
    UPPER SADDLE RIVER CUB SCOUT PACK 133 
    November 19, 2022 
    Football Field 
    9a – 11:30a 
    Saturday 
 
 
The board members reviewed the application.  On November 19th, Northern Highlands 
has FB and Cheer from 11-5 on football field.  Chair Nazzaro reached out to soccer and is 
waiting to hear back regarding usage that day.  If soccer is not using that day, then USR 
Cub Scout Pack 133 can use the soccer field that day as football field is already being 
utilized. 
 
Mr. Barry made a motion to approve the application subject to available date, seconded 
by Mr. Broer.  All in favor.   
 
 
Mr. Broer suggested that if soccer does not respond regarding field usage, we take the 
day. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
The members discussed adding 4 additional meetings next year so applications can be 
reviewed as they come in.  Chair Nazzaro suggested a hybrid schedule (Zoom and in 
person) and for the meetings to be held at 7 pm on the 2nd Wednesday of the month 
during the following months: 
 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
September 
October  
November 
 
The meeting turned to budget requests and the following requests were made: 
 

1) Grant request for $55,000 for all 3 fields.  Request that town provide funding in 
case grant falls through; 
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2) Increased stipend for board secretary; 

 
3) Funding for interactive calendar on the borough website. 

 
 
At a recent Mayor and Council meeting, Mayor Kurpis suggested that a tarp be put over 
the tennis courts when they are not in use.  Chair Nazzaro said covering courts will not 
help lifetime of courts.  Courts are outside and they do not have to be covered.  Mr. 
Weiss said the problem is from underneath (the spring), not above. 
 
Mrs. Burgis sent members an email with USR flyer and sample of parkour swings.    
 
Chair Nazzaro will send email to the board members including a link for Adventure 
Playground System.   
 
If swings are added to the park, Ken Konig must be involved to assist with location of 
swingsets.  The swings need to be placed in a location so as not to affect football.  Mr. 
Boyajian recalled that swings used to be at the park, however, they were removed due to 
liability issues.  Mrs. Burgis agreed that many communities have removed swingsets from 
their parks. 
 
Mr. Broer asked about the status of the lighting at the ice pond.  Chair Nazzaro 
responded that the engineer, Mr. Spence, is looking into. 
 
Mrs. Burgis asked about when children will have a chance to sign up for the tennis 
program.  Mr. Barry explained that sports sign up is usually done a season in advance of 
playing.  Spring sign up is now. 
 
Wandell can send out the flyer to the students so that it can be determined if tennis 
should be held on Tuesdays or Tuesdays/Thursdays.   
 
Checks for tennis should be sent to borough hall but Greg Boyajian and Beatrice Burgis 
will coordinate.  Also, the borough needs to create the “Saddle River Tennis” entity.  
Proper forms should be figured out before flyers sent to Wandell.  Mr. Boyajian doesn’t 
want to be in a position where we accept money but the program hasn’t been sorted out. 
 
Mr. Broer asked Mrs. Burgis to find out when USR sends out tennis flyer. 
 
Mr. Barry stated that children play multiple sports so it is best to send out information out 
early.  Best to mirror when SR sports organizations sends out their registration. 
 
Mrs. Burgis suggested coordinating with Wandell. 
 
Mrs. Burgis will revise USR form and confirm March 21st as the first date.  No makeups --- 
use it or lose it.  Only makeup is due to inclement weather.  She will include 2 sessions 
and leave the time as a placeholder for now. 
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Mr. Boyajian thought that since we are starting off small we don’t have to advertise too 
early.  He can talk about the program with families at Wandell to get their feedback and 
gauge the interest level. 
 
Mr. Weiss made a motion to adjourn with a second by Mr. Boyajian.  All in favor. 
 
At 8:19 pm, Mr. Boyajian made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Weiss.  All in favor. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Cindy Kirkpatrick, Secretary 
Parks & Recreation Commission 

 
 
   
 


